
WASHINGTON PROFESSIONALS FOR THE STUDY OF PSYCHOANALYSIS 
 

 

HISTORY AND PURPOSE 
 

Washington Professionals for the Study of 

Psychoanalysis (WPSP) was organized in 

1980 by a group of psychologists, most of 

them clinicians, who were interested in a 

forum for professional communication and 

exploration of the clinical and theoretical 

aspects of psychoanalysis from a variety of 

perspectives. WPSP was one of the first 

groups to be admitted as a local chapter of 

Division 39 (Psychoanalysis) of the 

American Psychological Association. 

WPSP has evolved from a small group 

meeting monthly in members’ homes to an 

organization providing a variety of 

opportunities for conversation collegiality, 

mentoring and continuing education.  Our 

seminars address topics ranging from 

psychoanalysis and film, literature and 

opera to research, hypnosis, object 

relations, self-psychology, Winnicott and 

theory. 

 

WPSP has sponsored workshops featuring 

major psychoanalytic thinkers, including: 

Neil Altman, Lewis Aron, Darlene 

Ehrenberg, Michael Eigen, Carol Gilligan, 

Rita Frankeil, Joyce McDougall, Ethel 

Spector Person, Fred Pine, Harold Searles, 

Roy Schafer, Vamik Volkan, and Jonathan 

Lear.Our 2008 event featured Chenjo 

Dorji, MD, a Bhutanese psychiatrist who 

explored the interface of western medicine 

and Buddhism. 

MEMBERSHIP 
 

The membership of WPSP is 

interdisciplinary, encompassing psychology, 

social work, psychiatry, and other mental 

health professions. Our members represent 

diverse theoretical perspectives and 

treatment modalities. Some are graduates of, 

or candidates in, psycho-analytic institutes; 

some have graduated from a variety of other 

training programs; and some have just 

begun to explore their interest in 

psychoanalysis. Among our membership are 

people who have a strong interest in the 

application of psycho-analytic concepts to 

other fields such as organizational 

development, group relations, political 

science, and philosophy. WPSP serves 

members across a broad spectrum of 

interests and expertise in psychoanalytic 

theory and practice. We enthusiastically 

welcome early career professionals, student 

members, and anyone with an interest in the 

application of psychoanalytic thinking. 

 

SEMINARS 
 

Over the years WPSP’s sponsored seminars 

have grown in number and breadth. 

Members may start a seminar on a topic of 

interest. Any subject explored through a 

psychoanalytic lens is a possible focus for a 

seminar 
 

WPSP IS AN OFFICIAL LOCAL CHAPTER OF DIVISION 39 

OF THE AMERICAN PSYCHOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION 
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Membership benefits include: 
 

• Reduced fee ($55) individual 

subscriptions to the P-E-P web 

which provides access to the major 

English language psychoanalytic 

journals, the collected works of 

Freud, Klein and Winnicott, and 

much more. 

• Psychoanalytically informed 

seminars 

CE credits available for 

psychologists and social workers 

• Introduction to analytically-

oriented professionals 

• Mentorship concerning career 

decisions and opportunities 

• Membership directory 

• Discount for Seminars/Workshops 

with leading practitioners and 

researchers         

• Social Events 

• Membership Listserv 

• Liaison with APA Division 39 

Discount on registration at 

Division 39 Conferences 
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